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REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS 


FOR 


The Week ending the 12th May 1877. 


In an editorial headed “The English oppression,’ the Bharat 
Sangskdrat, of the 30th April, makes the following observations :—Lord 
Lytton wrote a very strong minute on the notorious Fuller case, to which 
the Secretary of State has lately expressed his assent.. But what after all 
' guch minutes and assents mean, the natives of this country have yet to learn. 
It is easy to comprehend the simple and unpolished acts of barbarism, but 
it is extremely difficult to penetrate the intricacies of the art of civilization. 
| The English are proud of their civilization. Their art or policy is known to 
| the whole world. Even the Prime Minister of Prussia, Prince Bismarck, 
who is one of the most intellectual among men of the present genera- 
tion, has confessed his inability to comprehend it. The position they 
| occupied in the Crimean and the Franco-Prussian war, and their possession 
of the Suez Canal, &c., have won for their measures the admiration of the 
four quarters of the globe. Since the English have shown such skill in their 
- dealings with the most powerful and independent nations of Europe, what 
cannot they do in connection with the weak and the conquered people of 
this country ? There is no necessity to mention their policy in taking pos- 
session of Bengal, Behar, Punjab, Oudh, Nagpore, Berar, and various other 
provinces of India, when almost daily occurrences give ample proofs of it. 
The grand durbar held at Delhi in the last year affords an everlasting monu- 
ment of their skill. Insults were offered to many princes on the occasion ; 
but none of them was bold enough to show any signs of dissatisfaction. The 
| Raja of Joudhpore was about to lose his state; when he, receiving some 
insults, rose and went out of a durbar held by Lord Mayo. Though the 
Rana of Oodeypore, insulted at the reception meeting of the Prince of Wales, 
was obliged to return to his kingdom, yet he could not venture to give expres- 
sion to his displeasure. Mulhar Rao Gaekwar, falling under the anger of a 
Resident, has been dethroned and deprived of all his possessions. Not merely 
the princes and nobles, but also all classes of people, have become subject to the 
Oppression and injustice of the English. Even in the courts great injustice 


ls exercised towards the natives, while much partiality is shown towards the ~ 


English. The trial of the latter is conducted in a different way from that 
of the former. Besides, the English laws have been framed in such a 
strange manner that no inconvenience is felt to interpret them, if necessary, 
in very different ways. Hence the more we see, the more we feel our 
incapacity to comprehend the policy of the English. Mr. Kirkwood was 


severely reprimanded, owing to his oppression and injustice; but the penalty 


inflicted on him was his transference from a most unhealthy to a most healthy 


station, Mr. Clay was also rebuked for his oppression; but the punishment 
© received was that from a Magistrate he became a Judge. IC is strange 
that the Government does not fail to reprimand such oppressors. Shall we 
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2. In writing of the war between Russia and Turkey, the Sahachar 
of the 30th April, observes that, whatever English politicians may say, it js 
very certain that if the Turks be defeated in this war, the English will hare 
to defend India against the Russians within the next ten years. Who can 
say which power will be superior? England will have no allies to assis, 
her; and how then will she venture to fight with the Russians? The English 
Government ought therefore to act with precaution. 


3. With regard to the proposed new cesses, the same paper makes 
the following observations :—Our rulers are not acting wisely by repeatedly 
imposing new taxes on the land. The present Minister of Finance and 
some of the politicians think it better to allow free trade in this country, 
and to meet the expenses of administration by the imposition of increasing 
cesses on the land. For some years since this policy has been contemplated. 
If the number of roads were increased, greater convenience would be 
afforded to commerce than to agriculture; but still the traders would not 
have to pay a single pice for this. England is a commercial country; and 
there only very few duties are levied on articles of trade. The policy of 
the rulers of that country is gradually to render trade free in all respects. 
But most unfortunately just the opposite measures are adopted here. The 
natives of this country are mostly an agricultural people. Hence the 
less burden there be on the land, the greater good will accrue to them. 
But the Government is frequently increasing the land taxes here. This 
is doubtless highly unjust. The British Government is ‘adopting the 
same system of administration here which has impoverished the ‘'urkish dom 


nions. The value of the land, instead of being daily enhanced, is in effect 


gradually diminished. The Lieutenant-Governor is indeed bound to act 
according to the directions of the Government of India; but when there 
exists an easy method of avoiding it, it is merely an act of unwisdom and want 


of foresight to engender general dissatisfaction and trouble by imposing — 


increasing cesses on the land. With regard to the imposition of taxes, the 
Government gives no heed tothe objections raised against them ; but such 
a measure will ultimately be a source of great evil. 


_ 4. The same paper also writes the following :—The British Residents 
in the courts of native princes censure their systems of collecting revenue 
by saying that, where one rupee is sent to the public treasury, two rupec 
are exacted and appropriated to the use of the collector and other 
officers. This charge is not untrue. But we ask, is there no such thidg 
practised under the British Government ? Perhaps the oppression of officers 
under British rule is greater. The income tax gave evidence of this. The 
road cess and Act VII of 1876 still bear witness toit. ‘To whatever court oF 
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office we go, we do not succeed in having our business done unless the officers 


are bribed. In order to receive Rs, 10 from the office of a Collector, one © 


rupee ab least must be spent in bribing the amlah. The Land Registration 
Act is now in operation ; many people daily attend the courts of the Colleetors, 
where immense trouble and loss are now suffered by them. This shows the 
reason why the people of this country hate so much the introduction of any 
taxes here. Whenever the.tax-payer and the tax-collector come into contact, 
the former is subjected to certain loss. Will this evil never be averted ? 


5. In an article headed ‘The Presidency Magistrates’ Act” the 
Ranga Hitaishé, of the 80th April, remarks that the poor may probably derive 
come advantage from it; for in many cases there will be no appeal to the 
High Court. Besides, the expense of conducting suits in the police will not 
be very great. The poor people will thus be easily enabled to defend their 
cause by the pleaders attached to the police. By this means offenders will 
be punished and oppression on them will be diminished. 


6. In an article headed ‘** The Zemindar and the Police” the Bzshwa 
Suhrid, of the 2nd May, writes :—The increase of the oppression of the zemin- 
dars and the police is owing either to the connivance of the Government or 
to defects in the construction of its laws. If the Government does not 
endeavour to remodel the present pernicious police system, or to check the 


cruel oppressions of the zemindars, we cannot sincerely believe that it really 
means to secure the welfare of the poor ryots. 


7. In a very lengthy editorial the Samaj Darpan, of the 3rd May: 
observes that, from the present state of things in this country it appears the 
British Government feels little, if any, sympathy for the natives; and as 
a consequence the affection and attachment of the people towards it are 
gradually dying away. The present system of administration of justice has 
grieved us much; for while great mercy is shown towards English offenders 
for the most heinous crimes on their parts, very severe punishments are 
inflicted on the natives for the most trifling offences. Besides, the officers of 
justice act most despotically. They sometimes kick the natives, drive them 
out of the court, punish them, or use abusive language towards them, 
for no reason whatever. If the British Government, instead of punishing 
these wicked and oppressive men, make provision for their promotion, how 
can we possibly expect to enjoy happiness under it P 


8. The Hindoo Ranjika, of the 2rd May, writes that, along with the 
many changes which we now observe to have taken place in Bengal, it is 
necessary that there should be a change also of articles of food. Various sorts 
of diseases have now sprung up. The land, too, has lost its former product- 
lve power, owing to the fact that for a long time it has been producing only 
nee. Besides, many lands have become elevated; and hence they do 
not produce the same quantity of rice as before. Wherefore, it is evident 
that 1t has now become extremely necessary in this country to change both 
the kinds of crops to be sown and the method of cultivation. 


9. In an editorial headed “The European war and the Indian trades,” — 


the Amrita Bazar Patrikd, of the 38rd May, makes the following observa- 
ons :—Though India has no close connection with the war between Russia 
and Turkey, yet we cannot say that it has no interest in the victory or defeat 
of the one or the other power. The Mussulmans of this country share 
with those of Turkey in their interest regarding the results of the war. 
ut for the strict surveillance of our rulers, there might have been a fearful 


‘gree of agitation among the Mahomedans of India. But to say nothing 


Bayea H1ratrsnxt, 
April 30th, 1877. 


Breanwa SvugeRip, 
May 2nd, 1877. 
Circulation about 450. 


Samas Darpay, 
May 3rd, 1877. 
Circulation about 460. 


Hinpvu RanJsixa, 
May 2nd, 1877. 


AmkiITA Bazar 
PaTRika, 


May 3rd, 1877. 
Circulation about 2,217. 


nae. 


of them, the other inhabitants of India generally must feel in a great measure 
the consequence of it; for even the present system of government Tay 
undergo a change. As the produce of cotton was materially promoted 
India by the civil war in America, and as the Crimean war gave an i 

to jute cultivation here, may not some such advantages be expected to aris. 
from the present war? The trades of both Russia and Turkey will now Suffers fo 
both countries being entirely engaged in contest, will have no time to attend 
either to commerce or agriculture. The export trade will be especially 
affected, and states that derive various necessary articles from them woul 
have to look to other countries. Russia owes much to its trade with England 
and Germany. Wheat, linseed, timber, lard, and a number of other article, 
are exported in large quantities from Russia; and Turkey has traded large 
with Great: Britain, Austria, Greece, and Russia. But this extensive trad. 
will be materially affected by the war. In this case England will mog 
naturally look to India for her supplies; and, among other articles, an increase 
of the exportation of rice will doubtless take place, and will certainly enrich 
the country. Yet here we have our misgivings, owing to the large quantities 
that have been exhausted on account of famines in Bombay and Matas, 
Moreover, the Government, apprehending war on the frontiers of Hindustan, 
is purchasing rice in very large quantities; and unless there be a very large 
surplus, the exportation of the article would be unadvisable. But now if 
this scarcity could be avoided, and rice exported to England in sufficient! 
large quantities, we may succeed in driving the Russians out of the English 
market, and draw to ourselves all the trade. 


Awarrs Bazan 10. Adverting to the introduction of the proposed new cesses into 
May ard,ie77, bengal, the same paper writes :—The Lieutenant-Governor, on perusal of- 
Circulation about2,217. the memorial of the Rajah of Dumraon against the new cesses, has pro- 
bably underetood that the objections raised against them are not groundless, 
and that by the introduction of them both the zemindars and the ryots are 
in danger of being ruined; this conviction might be strengthened if similar 
memorials were sent to him from other places. We hope that as His Honor 
more clearly perceives the injustice of introducing the proposed cesses into 

this country, he will desist from the undertaking. 


Buanar Mima, ll. The Bharat Mihir, of the 3rd May, observes, with reference to 
Cnet tns hn ago, the Lieutenant-Governor’s reply to the representations of the British Indian 
“ ' Association, that it is hard to understand the purport of His Honor’s statements. 

It seems as though he argued that, the permanent settlement having once been 

infringed upon by the imposition of the road cess, there can be no objec- 

tion to the repetition of a similar measure; and that the solemn pledges of 
Government having been once violated, may be violated again. This 

certainly is not consistent with the high principles of morality. We never 

expected the enunciation of such a principle from Mr. Ashley Eden. The 

Government of Bengal has indirectly forbidden us to refer so constantly 

to the permanent settlement, and the Government perhaps begins to think 

that Lord Cornwallis made a mistake. We do not deny that the zemindars 

have not fulfilled the engagements to which they were bound by Lord 

Cornwallis’ compact; but their failure may be attributed to their want of 

education and civilization, an evil of which the majority of the zemindars of 

the present day are subjects. Yet it may be hoped that they will reform: 

for they have already begun to spend large sums of money to provide 

against the horrors of famine, and for the spread of education, the establish- 

ment of hospitals, the excavation of tanks, and other good purposes. Nor 

do they spend less for the conveniences of the English; and these 
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have no ground of complaint, for they enjoy everything that promotes their » 


comfort. The only thing they are deprived of is a proprietary nght in the 
land; hence the jealousy with which they regard zemindars—a jealousy which 
is doing much harm. 3 

12. The Hducation Gazette, of the 4th May, writes: —We learn that 
‘¢ has been proposed that the study of Sanscrit for the First Arts Examin- 
ation of the Calcutta University shall be optional. If this proposition be 
adopted, no student would willingly devote his time and labour to acquire a 
knowledge of the language, and the study of it would die away—an end 
not at all to be desired. . 

13. The Prattkar, of the 4th May, writes:—The Mussulmans of 
Moorshedabad have presented a memorial to the Lieutenant-Governor, pray- 
| jing for the introduction into this district of the Act for the registration of 
Mahomedan marriages and divorces. On account of the confusion and disputes 
that frequently take place in connection with Mahomedan marriages, and 
the probability that, if extended, it will diminish to a great extent the 
number of suits that arise from this cause, it is hoped that His Honor will 
grant the prayer of the memorialists. 

14. Inavery lengthy article headed ‘ The trial of English offenders,” 
the Hindu Hitaishint, of the 5th May, remarks that if Lord Lytton instituted 
inguiries, it would he found that there are still several instances in which 
partiality is shown towards English offenders by judicial officers. The 
want of an equal distribution of justice fills the minds of the people with 
much anxiety. Notwithstanding the existence of laws, English offenders 
do not receive punishment adequate to their offences. This not only casts a 
stain on the character of our rulers, but also serves to beget contempt in the 
minds of the natives towards them—a contempt which is likely to increase, 
unless preventive measures be adopted. 

15. Adverting to the subject of the proposed new cesses, the Grdm- 
bartad Prakashikd, of the 5th May, writes that, by the permanent settlement 
the zemindars were required to make provisions for the excavation of canals, 
the construction of embankments, &c. But as they have neglected to do 
these duties, the Government is going to impose the proposed cesses on the 
land. If this be the real cause for enhancing the land taxes, then the new 
cesses ought to be laid upon the zemindars only, and not upon the ryots. 

16. The Sddhdrani, of the 6th May, says that the condition of the 
ryots in this: country is extremely miserable, whatever may be said to the 
contrary. Most of them are pressed down with heavy debts, suffer from 
various forms of disease, are poorly clad, and very miserably fed. The writer 
also quotes the opinions of the editors of several native newspapers who 
have written on the subject, in order to show the injustice of imposing any 
hew taxes on them. 

17. The Dacca Prakash, of the 6th May, writes :—An opinion seems to 
be gaining ground that the British Government has determined to exterminate 
the class of zemindars from this country; it cannot otherwise be understood 
why such wide doors should have been opened for the purpose of draining 
their resources. The zemindars, indeed, at present incur heavy and enor- 
mous expenses in many ways, while almost all their sources of profit are 
dried up. Various taxes are also now imposed upon them. Besides, the 
Government has also hit upon another method of extracting nota little from 
them, by the operation of the Act for the registration of lands. These 


strong measures lead to the opinion that Government desires to exterminate 
the zemindars. 
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18. The Howrah Hitakari, of the 6th May, writes :—Our Univers: 
has many faults, but the most prominent have reference to the selection of 
text-books and examiners. The two histcries selected for the Entrano, 
Examination are very short and insufficient. They contain only the lists of 
events and their dates, and the study of them ought to be at once discontinue 
and discouraged. The texts selected for the First Arts Examination ap’ 
almost all of them very bad and useless. Examination in a second language 
should be encouraged, and the bulk of the English course ought to h, 
enlarged. Though it is necessary to teach modern English, still such author, 
as Bacon, Shakspeare, and Milton should not be neglected. With regard ty 
the selection of the examiners, we want to say that they should be choge, 
from among the learned barristers, pleaders, and civilians. Jn - conclusion, 
the writer requests that, in the selection of text-books, the opinions of the 
professors, inspectors, and the Director should be taken. 


19. In its opening editorial, headed ‘‘ The Provincial Public Works 
Cess,” the Soma Prakdsh, of the 7th May. writes:—When our rules 
determine upon any measure, and especially when they resolve to impos 
new taxes, they are not to be dissuaded by arguments, however strong and 
reasonable. When the Bills for the proposed new cesses were presented to 
the Legislative Council, Baboo Kristo Das Pal objected, on the ground that 
the requisite amount might be raised by the operation of the new law fo 
the registration of lands, which might be expected to yield about fifty 
lakhs of rupees. But the Lieutenant-Governor replied that, relying upon 
a possible income, the new project ought not to be abandoned. This reply 
of His Honor leads us to suppose that the chief object in the introduction 
of the proposed new cesses is not to raise the sum of 273 lakhs of rupees, 
but to infringe upon the permanent settlement by the imposition of 
increased taxes on the land. Again, the imposition of new cesses would be 
a burden on the natives alone, whose only means of subsistence is the 
produce of their land. They are not a commercial people. The commerce 
of. India is carried on by foreigners, who have but small direct interest in 
the land. It is scarcely just to allow them to escape. 


20. In another editorial under the heading “‘ The means for the reali- 


zation of arrears of rent,” the same paper writes that the Lieutenant-Governor — 


is endeavouring to find out means to facilitate the realization of arrears 
of rent on the part of zemindars from their tenants, and thinks the arrears 
of rents whose rates are undisputed should be realized in summary trials 
before a Collector or a Deputy Collector. Mr. Eden has been long in this 
country, and doubtless understands that the system of summary trials is not 
good, and leads to injustice and oppression. Hence he would caution officers 
of justice against allowing a suit to be instituted unless the rates of rent cal 
be accurately shown. This, however, would scarcely be sufficient to secure 
justice when the trial is summary. Weare glad to find that the Lieutenant- 
Governor is endeavouring to confer on the ryot a power to sell his rights in 
his holdings. To this the Government of India does not consent, but 
Mr. Eden has requested it to reconsider the matter. We fully concur with 
His Honor in the propriety of this measure, for if the ryots be empowered 
to sell their holdings, both they and the zemindars will profit by it. If the 
rights of gift and sale be upheld, the richts of occupancy afforded to tenants 
by the Legislature will be confirmed. This measure will in time serve to pu! 
an end to the existing disputes between landlord and tenant, and it will, to 
the latter, be equivalent to a permanent settlement. 
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91. Referring to the appointment of the Committee for the revision of | = — 
text-books, the editor of the Urdu Gude recommends the Government of ee ee 
to take first into consideration the fact that the Hindu and Mussulman 

opulation of Hindustan are by far the most numerous; and then proceed 
to determine the language in which education may be imparted to them, so as 
to secure both their spiritual and temporal interests. The Senate of the 
University might here be reminded not to have instruction imparted to native 
boys on their first entering school in a language which will not serve to profit 
them in the religion in which they have been brought up, nor be of use to 
them in the affairs of the world. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR'S OFFICE, JOHN ROBINSON, 
The 12th May 1877. Government Bengali Translator. 


List of Native Newspapers received and examined Jor the week ending 
the 12th May 1877. 


Monthly, weekly, 


lication. 
Place of pubiicatio or otherwise. 


“Bharat Sangskarak ” ve Calcutta i or Weekly ... | 30th April 1877. 

“ Sahachar ” ct pee eo oo Ditto .- | 380th ditto. 

“ Banga Hitaishi ” in Bhowanipore ae pane Ditto ... | 30th ~— ditto. 

“ Bishwa Suhrid ” ...| Mymensingh _... | Ditto | 2nd May 1877. 
‘Hindu Ranjika” ... | Beauleah, Rajsh&hye _... Ditto ooo | SOG ditto. 

“ Samaj Darpan”’ ... | Calcutta ase ... | Ditto | 3rd ditto. 

“ Amrita Bazér Patrika”’ ... | Ditto a ... | Ditto | 8rd ditto. 
“Bharat Mihir’’ ... | Mymensingh ... ... |. Ditto —e ditto. 

“ Education Gazette’’ ... | Hooghly ae .. | Ditto | 4th — ditto. 

‘ Moorshedabad Patrika’’... | Berhampore _... ... | Ditto | 4th — ditto. 

“ Pratikar ”’ oo | + Ditto ‘iss sae Ditto oo | 4th ditto. 

“ Hindu Hitoishini’’ ... | Dacca bcs os | ate ...| Sth ditto. 
“Grambarta Prakashika’”’... | Comercolly _... aa .. | Sth © ditto. 
“Sulabha Samachar ”’ ... | Calcutta sis 1 Ditte ... | Sth ~— ditto. 

“ Sadharani”’ ... | Chinsurah a ... | Ditto ... | 6th — ditto. 
“Dacca Prakash ”’ ... | Dacca ins .. | Ditto ... | 6th — ditto. 
“Soma Prakash ”’ ...| Bhowanipore ... 0) Ditto ... | 6th — ditto. 
“Howrah Hitakari ”’ ... | Bethar, Howrah | Ditto ... | 6th — ditto. 
“Sambid Bhaskar ”’ ... | Calcutta ies oe | Ditto ... | ath ditto. 
“Samachar Chandrikéi” ...| Ditto - .. | Daily ... | 4th to 9th May 1877. 
“Sambad Prabhakar’? ...| Ditto ‘ab «| Ditto ... | 7th to 12th ditto. 
“SambadPirnachandrodaya”’| Ditto on .. | Ditto ... | 4th to 10th ditto. 
“ Bangabidhya Prakaéshika’’| Ditto ane >| Ditto ... | 2nd to 8th ditto. 
“Urdu Guide” (in Urdu)...| Ditto cs ... | Weekly ... | Sth May 1877. 

“ Behar Bandhu” (in Hindi) | Bankipore, Patna .. | Ditto ...| 9th — ditto, 
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